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The artistic figure and music of Johann Sebastian Bach looms large in the history of Western arts and 
culture. His influences were many, but one strong influence in his life's work was that of the Protestant 
Reformation and the theology of the Lutheran church. Through this research, it is evident that Bach 
strongly held to the doctrines and theology of the Lutheran church and that his employment in the 
Lutheran church was not merely a vocation for him, but an outward expression of his inward religious and 
theological conviction. This position is evidenced by the writings and teachings of Martin Luther, 
specifically his writings on music. In these writings, Luther argues that music and theology are 
complementary of one another, and that music in the church is one of the strongest ways through which 
to communicate theology and the truth of scripture. The practice of the Lutheran church also suggests 
that Bach had a strong understanding of Lutheran theology, specifically the Lutheran catechisms. Finally, 
in the sacred works of Bach himself, specifically his cantatas, the theology of the Lutheran church and the 
religious conviction of the Protestant Reformation can be clearly observed. This research has been 
assembled through the study of historical documentation in the form of primary and secondary sources. 
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